Milton – Ward 2 Candidates

Regional Councillor Ward 2

John Challinor
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Given that the vast majority of seniors live on fixed incomes, the most significant action I can take is to attempt to limit property tax increases to the rate of inflation. During my first tour of duty on Milton Council between 1991 and 2006, with the support of Council, I successfully led the effort to keep tax increases at 0% for 10 years. During my second tour of duty between 2018 and today, I have attempted to limit tax increases to the rate of inflation -- without much success because of a lack of support from a majority of members of Council. However, I have successfully encouraged Council and Town staff to establish two investment funds (one operating budget oriented, the other capital reserves oriented), that will decrease the size of the annual property tax increase by 2%, moving forward, while helping to fund capital reserves. A motion I brought forward in 2025 to limit the size of the operating budget to the annual rate of inflation plus the annual rate of growth, was defeated. I will also continue to work with Council and Town staff on delivering affordable programs and services to seniors as well as continuing to provide financial relief from those same programs and services for those seniors who can't afford to participate in them, under normal circumstances. 

Galen Naido Harris
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Pleased to hear from you! Please see my response below: 
"Seniors in Milton are struggling with the combined effects of a high cost of living and town programs, infrastructure, and services which do not meet their needs. Property taxes are up 39% over the past term of council, triple the rate of inflation, an increase in cost which is especially difficult to absorb for those on fixed incomes like seniors.
If elected to council, I’ll work with my colleagues to keep property taxes low and deliver value for money by finding efficiencies and leveraging public and private investment.
I’ll look at ways to lower up-front user fees so the town is contributing to making your life more affordable, not less.
I’ll fight to deliver town services in a modern, agile, accessible way, including buses that get you where you want to go, an expanded windrow removal program, and longer hours at the Seniors’ Activity Centre.
I’ll also do all I can to keep our community safe by ensuring local law and bylaw enforcement have the tools, staffing, and support needed to further reduce auto theft, breaking-and-entering, bylaw infractions, and other repeat and violent crime so that every Miltonian can feel safe and secure in their home.
I have multiple senior family members and many more seniors who are a part of my life here in town and, as Ward 2’s Regional Councillor, I’ll work hard every day to deliver a safe, connected, affordable community for them and for all of you."
Please let me know if you have any questions or if you need anything else from me. 
Galen
Galen Naidoo Harris
Regional Councillor Candidate, Ward 2
Syed Naqvi
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Response:
Yagya Paudel
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Response:

Town Councillor Ward 2
Arthur Amani
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Response:




Melissa Cassells
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
In fast-growing communities like Milton, seniors can be overlooked as young families' needs compete for attention. Ward 2 has a vibrant seniors’ community, and we are fortunate to have the Seniors Activity Centre—a valued place where older adults can connect, build friendships, and stay active. I will protect the centre’s future and advocate for sustained funding and support from the Town, the Region, and the provincial and federal governments. I will also support plans to expand Allendale, our long-term care facility that urgently needs more capacity, and to create more affordable housing options for seniors.
I will also ensure seniors know about the subsidies available to help them participate in programs and activities at the Seniors Activity Centre.
Seniors are a vital part of our community. I will work to ensure they have access to affordable activities, reliable transportation, and housing that meets their needs. Above all, I will remain accessible, listen to seniors and their families, and advocate strongly and consistently for them.
Melissa Cassells
Town Councillor Candidate, Ward 2
416-670-3992
voteformelissa.ca

Lori Foster
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Response:

Ahmad Jamal
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Response:

Shan Jayatilake
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
I thank you for asking the tough questions, Seniors are the bedrock of Ward 2. They built this community, paid into our tax base for decades, and deserve to age here with dignity, security, and independence. If elected, my priority will be turning respect for our seniors into actionable municipal policy through four concrete commitments:
1. Financial Relief and Tax Predictability
Long-time residents on fixed incomes shouldn't be priced out of the homes they built. I will advocate for expanding municipal property tax deferral programs, broadening rebate eligibility, and ensuring user fees for core municipal services remain predictable and affordable.
2. Mobility, Safety, and Dedicated Infrastructure
Independence starts with mobility. I will champion targeted enhancements to our local transit options—improving on-demand micro-transit and specialized services like Milton Access+ to directly connect Ward 2 neighborhoods with medical clinics, grocery stores, and the Milton GO Hub. Additionally, I will prioritize pedestrian safety upgrades, including smoother sidewalk maintenance, extended crosswalk timers along high-traffic corridors like Main Street, and fully sheltered transit stops.
3. Vibrant Community Hubs and Social Connection
Combating social isolation requires active investment. I will partner with community organizations to secure increased municipal funding for the Milton Seniors’ Activity Centre and local hubs, expanding programming for physical wellness, digital literacy, and intergenerational engagement. To ensure safety year-round, I will advocate for a municipal extreme-weather registry to provide voluntary wellness checks during severe heat waves or power outages.
4. Housing Choice and Aging in Place
Most seniors want to stay in their own homes and neighborhoods as they age. I will work to streamline local permitting processes and advocate for matching grants for home accessibility retrofits—making it simpler and more affordable to install essential modifications like ramps, handrails, and step-free entrances.
Through fiscal responsibility, accessible infrastructure, and expanded community support, I will ensure Ward 2 remains a safe, affordable, and welcoming place to call home for a lifetime

If there are any other questions or concerns please don't hesitate to contact me, I have also included a flyer about the priorities i have for ward 2.

Thank you | Candidate for Ward 2 - Town Councilor | Milton

Shan Jayatilake

JayatilakeShan@gmail.com | VoteforShan.ca | 647 - 803 - 8694


Patrick Murphy
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
If elected to Milton Town Council, my approach to improving the lives of seniors will be grounded in affordability, safety, mobility, and the ability to age in place with dignity.
First, I will advocate for meaningful property tax relief for long-time senior homeowners. Seniors who have spent decades building their lives and contributing to Milton should not be forced from their homes because of rising property taxes and the increasing cost of living. I will support expanded tax deferral and relief programs that recognize the realities of seniors living on fixed incomes, while maintaining responsible fiscal discipline.
Second, I will make seniors a key consideration in Milton’s transportation and infrastructure decisions. I will advocate for better Bus service and GO Train service, including improved off-peak frequency, so seniors have reliable access to appointments, shopping, family and community activities. New communities must also receive roads, transit, parks, health services and other infrastructure at the same time as housing—not years afterward.
Safety and accessibility are equally important. I would move a motion calling for more restrictive use of e-scooters, including banning their use by anyone under 16, prohibiting e-scooters on walking paths, and limiting their speed to 24 km/h. Our sidewalks and walking paths must remain safe and comfortable for seniors, pedestrians and families.
Finally, I will support aging-in-place initiatives and responsible development that protect established neighbourhoods, green space and quality of life. My goal is a Milton where seniors can remain in the communities they helped build, with affordable housing costs, safe transportation, accessible public spaces and a strong voice at Council.
Seniors deserve representation that listens, acts responsibly and respects their contribution to Milton.

Best Regards,

Patrick Murphy
Candidate - Town Councilor Ward 2
905-691-9538
patrick@patrickmurphy.vote
www.patrickmurphy.vote

Tanya Sethi
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Response



