Oakville - Ward 2 Candidates

Ward 2 Town Councillor

Ray Chisholm
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Response:

Ayesha Khawaja
 “If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Response:

Sana Waqar
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Response:

Ward 2 Town and Regional Councillor

 Zena Al-Mudaris
 
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”

Seniors deserve to age with dignity, independence, safety, and a strong sense of belonging in the community. My approach would focus on five practical areas:
1. Give seniors a stronger voice in local decisions
Opportunities for seniors and senior-serving organizations to share their concerns directly with Council. If a decision affects their neighbourhood, transportation, parks, housing, accessibility, or services, seniors should have a meaningful opportunity to be heard.
2. Support safe and accessible neighbourhoods
Advocate for safe sidewalks, crossings, lighting, accessible public spaces, benches, parks, and other features that allow older residents to remain active and independent. Accessibility should be considered when the Town plans and upgrades community infrastructure.
3. Improve access to information and services
Government services can be difficult to navigate. Work toward clearer communication and easier access to information about municipal programs, recreation, transportation, community resources, and other services that seniors may need.
4. Supporting social connection and active aging
Loneliness and isolation can have a significant impact on quality of life. Supporting community programs, recreation, cultural activities, intergenerational initiatives, and opportunities for seniors to connect with their neighbours and remain engaged in community life.
5. Make responsible financial decisions that protect essential services
Supporting seniors also means being responsible with taxpayers' money. Advocate for strong public services while carefully examining spending, priorities, and long-term financial sustainability. My commitment is to listen, lead, and act with accountability.
Seniors should not feel overlooked in the community they helped build. Oakville should be a place where people can grow older safely, independently, and with dignity—and where every generation has an opportunity to thrive.

Desmond Jordan
 
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”

Response:

Sarah Perkin
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
A junior senior myself, with parents in their 80’s, this question is top of mind. Demographics tell us preparedness is in order as our numbers will increase over the next decades. The world has seen tremendous change in recent years, straining the savings of many seniors who initially thought they were well prepared.

The key issues….

Those seniors who wish to remain in their homes should be given every opportunity to do so. How that looks practically is challenging -
property tax alone will sometimes prevent seniors who are well enough otherwise from staying. These are issues faced by seniors across the country, and as such need to be addressed at all levels of government.

For those who recognize staying in their home is not practical, options are needed that address the very disparate budgets for living seniors have. There is certainly a dearth of affordable options currently. As many seniors do have equity built up in their homes, we need to find ways for them to retain that - for themselves, for their children and grandchildren.

Secondly, everyday living…much more expensive. The current tariff situation with the U.S. has put additional pressure on seniors. Supporting growth and business here at home will certainly help long term.

Lastly, it is well known that our health care system needs much more support. Significant capital investment, training and system efficiency will need to be undertaken. 

I am hopeful all levels of government will cooperate to address this issue.

Thank you Bob. Please confirm your receipt of this email with a return one.
Would love to talk to you and representatives from CARP anytime! 

All the Best,
Sarah Perkin
Oakville Ward 2 - Town and Regional Council Candidate 
416 455 8704

Stacey Saunders
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
As a current CARP member, I value the services and advocacy they provide for our senior population. My past careers as an occupational therapist and dentist have given me a unique understanding of the needs of seniors, accessibility and the importance of helping people maintain their independence as they age.

One of the frustrations I hear from seniors is accessing information particularly when digital communication is the only option.

If elected, I will work closely with elected officials at all levels of government and community organizations to ensure seniors have clear, timely information about what is happening in their community. That includes upcoming projects, Council meetings, community programs and changes that may affect their daily lives, through communication channels that don’t rely solely on technology.

I will also advocate for accessibility to be considered from the very beginning of new developments and community projects, including appropriate disability supports and accessible public spaces.

As Oakville grows, we need to make sure seniors can continue to live independently, stay connected and feel supported in the community they helped build. Most importantly, I will listen to our seniors and make sure their voices are heard at Council.


Dr Stacey Saunders 

