Burlington – Mayoral Candidates

Marianne Meed Ward
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
As Mayor, I’m committed to ensuring Seniors can live and thrive in Burlington. I’ve served on our Seniors Advisory Committees at both the city and at Halton Region, so have personally invested time in understanding issues and solutions.
 Here are some of the key actions we are taking:
1. Implementing our Burlington Active Aging Plan (BAAP), which focuses on removing mobility and transportation barriers, promoting social connectedness, enhancing public spaces, providing access to activities, and enabling volunteer and employment opportunities for seniors.
1. ·       Offering a range of programs at the Burlington Seniors Centre, waiving the membership fee, expanding programming to community centres throughout the city and continuing the fee waiver program, so income is never a barrier to participation.
1. ·       Expanding the property tax rebate grant for seniors, and reducing the cost of the windrow snow clearnng program.
1. The city aims to ensure programs are accessible to all, including free transportation for seniors 65+ on our Handivan and Conventional transit – something I championed as a councillor and then as Mayor. We have added hearing loops in our centres and captions on our meetings so seniors with hearing or vision issues can still participate. We meet during the day and receive delegations first, so seniors who don’t like to be out at night can participate in the democratic process.
1. Active Aging Program: This program has been in place since 2017 to keep older adults active and healthy, with 46 out of 50 calls to action completed.
These are just some of the actions that reflect our commitment to supporting Burlington seniors.

Rory Nisan
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
	

	Dear Bob,
Thank you for reaching out. CARP's advocacy work on behalf of older Canadians is important, and I'm happy to respond.
Burlington's seniors built this city. They deserve a mayor who governs with them in mind, not just during an election, but every single day.
As mayor, here is what I will prioritize:
· Tax discipline that protects fixed incomes. Burlington's budget has increased 40% over four years. For seniors on fixed incomes, every tax increase is felt immediately and directly. I will anchor budget growth to inflation so seniors can plan their finances without wondering what City Hall will cost them next year.
· Affordable, accessible services. Seniors shouldn't have to fight to reach an appointment, access a recreation program, or enjoy a neighbourhood park. I will protect frontline services, including transit, libraries, and recreation.
· Housing options that allow seniors to stay. Burlington needs more housing variety, not just for young families, but for seniors who want to downsize and stay in the neighbourhoods they helped build. I will cut red tape and accelerate approvals to increase supply.
· A safe community. Public safety is a core responsibility. Seniors deserve to feel safe in their homes and neighbourhoods, and I will ensure our community safety services are properly resourced.
Burlington made a promise to its residents. I'm running to keep it. That promise is for seniors, for families, and for everyone who calls this city home.
Rory Nisan




 


Lisa Kearns
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
The safety, dignity and well-being of seniors reflect the kind of community we are building together. Contributing so much to Burlington, our seniors deserve safe public spaces, support to remain in their own homes, reliable specialized transit, connected walking trails and accessible neighbourhoods where essential services, parks and community amenities are close to home.

A better quality of life must go hand in hand with responsible financial management. We must make every tax dollar count, identify efficiencies and protect essential services while keeping Burlington affordable. Seniors must have a meaningful voice in decisions affecting housing, transportation, accessibility, parks, recreation and neighbourhood infrastructure. Through transparent community budgeting and genuine consultation, we can ensure investments reflect residents’ needs and priorities.

Our Seniors’ Centre and community centres are vital to healthy, connected lives - active programs build friendships, promote wellness and keep our community vibrant. We should expand access to affordable programs, explore partnerships with organizations such as CARP, and create more opportunities for seniors to participate, learn and have fun.

We must also plan for the future by protecting our tree canopy, improving sidewalks and trails, coordinating construction to keep neighbourhood streets safe, and ensuring that seniors can travel confidently throughout Burlington.

A city that respects its seniors is a city that works better for everyone. By combining thoughtful investment, practical solutions and fiscal accountability, together we can help build a Burlington where people of every age feel safe, valued and connected.

Our seniors have helped make Burlington the wonderful community it is today. Let’s honour their contributions by listening to their voices, respecting their independence and ensuring they continue to thrive in the place they call home.

Lisa Kearns
Candidate for Mayor of Burlington
Burlington Ward 2 City and Regional Councillor 
LisaKearns.ca | @Ward2Lisa | Insta:lisakearnsward2 | FB:LisaKearns 416.414.5335



Keith Demoe
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Response

Yugalkeesor Ramdhonee
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”

“Aging in place” allows for a better quality of life. I would endorse existing grants and programs for home care services and accessibility modifications. Seniors should not decline or avoid these services when funds exist for them. I will promote building more supportive housing. Then, seniors can bypass hospital admissions and long-term care homes, benefitting them and the community.
 
To help seniors travel for their medical appointments, shopping or recreational activities, I would increase bus routes to the hospital and malls. I commit to free bus fares for seniors and I will provide affordable accessible transportation options. I will renovate bus shelters with seasonal heating/cooling and proper seating. To reduce stress, I will install digital clocks with bus arrival times.
 
Improving road and sidewalk safety is a key goal for me. I will ensure proper repair of pavements, timely snow removal and clearing sidewalks of grass and weeds as seniors are at risk for falls with mobility aids. Also, trimming tree branches near electrical wires is crucial to prevent injury. These services exist but must be done better.
 
Finally, I would revise municipal spending plans to ensure tax dollars are used responsibly by removing programs that waste money and increasing services that benefit residents. Example, I will make activities at the Senior’s Centre free. We can increase revenue from investments and businesses instead of increasing property taxes.
 
I will ensure our growing population of seniors has the resources, services, affordable housing and transit to live in Burlington comfortably.
 
               Yugalkeesor Ramdhonee
 
 
Warm regards,
Yugalkeesor Ramdhonee
742-401-2835
yramdhonee@cogeco.ca




