Burlington – Winning Mayoral Candidate

Marianne Meed Ward
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
As Mayor, I’m committed to ensuring Seniors can live and thrive in Burlington. I’ve served on our Seniors Advisory Committees at both the city and at Halton Region, so have personally invested time in understanding issues and solutions.
 Here are some of the key actions we are taking:
· Implementing our Burlington Active Aging Plan (BAAP), which focuses on removing mobility and transportation barriers, promoting social connectedness, enhancing public spaces, providing access to activities, and enabling volunteer and employment opportunities for seniors.
· ·       Offering a range of programs at the Burlington Seniors Centre, waiving the membership fee, expanding programming to community centres throughout the city and continuing the fee waiver program, so income is never a barrier to participation.
· ·       Expanding the property tax rebate grant for seniors, and reducing the cost of the windrow snow clearnng program.
· The city aims to ensure programs are accessible to all, including free transportation for seniors 65+ on our Handivan and Conventional transit – something I championed as a councillor and then as Mayor. We have added hearing loops in our centres and captions on our meetings so seniors with hearing or vision issues can still participate. We meet during the day and receive delegations first, so seniors who don’t like to be out at night can participate in the democratic process.
· Active Aging Program: This program has been in place since 2017 to keep older adults active and healthy, with 46 out of 50 calls to action completed.
These are just some of the actions that reflect our commitment to supporting Burlington seniors.

