Milton – Ward 2 Winning Candidates

Regional Councillor Ward 2

John Challinor
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
Given that the vast majority of seniors live on fixed incomes, the most significant action I can take is to attempt to limit property tax increases to the rate of inflation. During my first tour of duty on Milton Council between 1991 and 2006, with the support of Council, I successfully led the effort to keep tax increases at 0% for 10 years. During my second tour of duty between 2018 and today, I have attempted to limit tax increases to the rate of inflation -- without much success because of a lack of support from a majority of members of Council. However, I have successfully encouraged Council and Town staff to establish two investment funds (one operating budget oriented, the other capital reserves oriented), that will decrease the size of the annual property tax increase by 2%, moving forward, while helping to fund capital reserves. A motion I brought forward in 2025 to limit the size of the operating budget to the annual rate of inflation plus the annual rate of growth, was defeated. I will also continue to work with Council and Town staff on delivering affordable programs and services to seniors as well as continuing to provide financial relief from those same programs and services for those seniors who can't afford to participate in them, under normal circumstances. 


Town Councillor Ward 2

Patrick Murphy
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
If elected to Milton Town Council, my approach to improving the lives of seniors will be grounded in affordability, safety, mobility, and the ability to age in place with dignity.
First, I will advocate for meaningful property tax relief for long-time senior homeowners. Seniors who have spent decades building their lives and contributing to Milton should not be forced from their homes because of rising property taxes and the increasing cost of living. I will support expanded tax deferral and relief programs that recognize the realities of seniors living on fixed incomes, while maintaining responsible fiscal discipline.
Second, I will make seniors a key consideration in Milton’s transportation and infrastructure decisions. I will advocate for better Bus service and GO Train service, including improved off-peak frequency, so seniors have reliable access to appointments, shopping, family and community activities. New communities must also receive roads, transit, parks, health services and other infrastructure at the same time as housing—not years afterward.
Safety and accessibility are equally important. I would move a motion calling for more restrictive use of e-scooters, including banning their use by anyone under 16, prohibiting e-scooters on walking paths, and limiting their speed to 24 km/h. Our sidewalks and walking paths must remain safe and comfortable for seniors, pedestrians and families.
Finally, I will support aging-in-place initiatives and responsible development that protect established neighbourhoods, green space and quality of life. My goal is a Milton where seniors can remain in the communities they helped build, with affordable housing costs, safe transportation, accessible public spaces and a strong voice at Council.
Seniors deserve representation that listens, acts responsibly and respects their contribution to Milton.
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