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Jeff Knoll
“If elected, what steps or actions will you take to improve the lives of seniors in your constituency?”
If elected Mayor, I want Oakville to be a community where people can age with dignity, remain independent and continue to be active and connected to the community they helped build.
There are some very practical things the Town can do.
I was part of the Council that made Oakville Transit free for seniors, and I will protect that service. Good transit can make a real difference for seniors who want to get to appointments, shopping, recreation or simply remain connected to friends and family.
I also want to look seriously at the cost of making more of our recreation programs and services free for seniors. Staying active and socially connected is important at every age, and cost should not unnecessarily become a barrier.
One initiative I particularly want to explore is universal driveway windrow clearing.
Right now, Oakville has a paid program with limited capacity. Seniors and people with disabilities get priority, but they still have to register and pay for the service.
I want to know what it would take to make windrow clearing part of our regular winter maintenance service across Oakville. When the Town plow leaves a large pile of heavy snow at the end of a driveway, residents should not have to pay an additional fee to have it removed.
This would be particularly valuable for seniors and people with mobility challenges, but it would benefit residents across the Town. I would ask staff to bring Council the costs, equipment requirements and options so we can make an informed decision about whether and how we can provide it town wide.
More broadly, I believe we need to do what we can to help seniors remain in their own homes for as long as they safely can. For many people, staying in the home and neighbourhood they know is important to their independence, quality of life and connection to the community.
That means looking at the practical barriers that can make staying at home more difficult as people age. Things like snow clearing, safe sidewalks, accessible transportation, recreation, community supports and better connections to Regional and community services can all make a difference.
I also plan to bring back citizen advisory committees at the Town, including a dedicated seniors advisory committee. I want seniors to have a direct and ongoing voice at Town Hall, not just when a particular plan or study is underway. A seniors advisory committee can help Council understand what is working, where the gaps are, and what changes would make a practical difference in people's everyday lives.
I also want to make sure seniors have a strong voice in the Town's new Older Adult Plan. We should be listening directly to seniors about what they need to remain active, independent, and connected.
And safety will continue to be a priority for me. That includes safer neighborhoods, pedestrian safety, fraud prevention, emergency preparedness, and making sure seniors know where to turn when they need assistance.
For me, this is really about independence. Seniors should be able to get around, stay active, feel safe, have a real voice at Town Hall, and remain in their homes and communities for as long as possible without every service coming with another fee or another hurdle to get over.
Thank you.
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